FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE FLASHCARDS

Directions:  Cut along the black line and fold each card along the dotted line.  Put flash cards in your vocabulary baggie to take home and study with other words in the bag.  Vocab. quiz this Friday!


	literal language
	the phrase means exactly what it says
I love pizza.  


	figurative language
	the phrase does NOT mean exactly what it says; writers use this technique to make images more vivid 
Figurative language includes: similes, metaphors, alliteration, hyperboles, onomatopoeia, personification, idioms, symbolism, imagery, and clichés.

Pizza is food heaven. 

(figurative language = metaphor)

	idiom
	a common expression used to mean something else; its literal meaning may be ridiculous
It’s raining cats and dogs.



	simile
	a comparison of two unlike nouns; uses the words ‘LIKE’ or ‘AS’ in the comparison
Your eyes are like diamonds.



	metaphor
	a comparison of two unlike nouns; does NOT use the words ‘like’ or ‘as.’  Instead, the author may use a form of the verb ‘be’ (am, is, are, was, were, be)

Your eyes are diamonds.

 

	alliteration
	a series of words that begin with the same letter/sound
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.



	assonance
	A series of words that have the same or a similar vowel sound 

In June, flowers bloomed underneath the moon’s light.



	onomatopoeia
	sound words; words that sound like their meaning

We watched the blip on the computer screen to play the game.




	hyperbole
	an extreme exaggeration (common in tall tales)

There were a thousand people at my party.

 

	imagery
	Sensory words used to make the image more vivid to the reader.

Grandma’s lemon cake smelled heavenly and had a taste that returned me to early childhood.



	symbolism
	A symbol works two ways: It is something itself, and it also suggests something deeper. They are not metaphors, however.  A metaphor might read, "His life was an oak tree that had just lost its leaves"; a symbol might be the oak tree itself, which would symbolize/represent a long life.
Common symbols in writing: heart/a red rose = love; dove = peace; black=death

	personification
	giving a non-human thing human traits/characterisitics

The starts reached down from the sky.

(stars don’t reach; it’s a human action)




	Denotative Meaning 
	Is the strict dictionary meaning of a word. 

America denotes the country south of Canada and north of Mexico. 
 

	Connotative Meaning 
	Is the emotional and imaginative association surrounding a word 

Home is where the heart is. 



