Informative Writing Assignment: Advantages/Disadvantages

Major Writing Grade for Third Six Weeks

Final Draft due Tuesday, November 27th 
Directions:  In a 4-paragraph essay, describe for your classmates at least two advantages and two disadvantages of a topic of your choice.   In class we brainstormed several topics. You may use one of these or another of your own choosing.   Make sure, however, the topic is meaningful enough to you to where you will be able to describe/elaborate on each point and achieve good ‘voice’ in your writing.

Once your first draft is finished, complete a peer conference sheet with a classmate, teacher or parent to receive feedback.  We will peer-conference in class on Monday, November 19th.  Revise your paper where necessary; you may just need to add a few more details onto the first draft, or you may need to write another complete, revised draft.  Ensure that your revised draft has met all of the requirements on the attached rubric.  Have a peer, parent, or teacher help you edit your revisions and check to make sure you have met all requirements in this paper.  Final Draft is due Tuesday, November 27th, 2007.
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DUE Tuesday, November 27th, 2007
Advantages vs. Disadvantages
(see back also)
_____(15 pts.) Idea Development




_____ (15)
The writing is clear and full of just the right amount of important and unique detail.  The paper is focused and sticks to the purpose of the paper.  There are at least 2 (maybe even 3) advantages/disadvantages, and each is supported with varied elaboration devices (i.e., personal examples, descriptions, definitions, factual incidences). This paper is so interesting you won’t want to put it down!
_____ (10)
You can tell what the main idea or purpose of the paper is.  I told SOME advantages/disadvantages about my topic, but I need more detail for it to be clearer.  It’s still somewhat ‘bare bones.’
_____ (5) 
It is confusing; I’m still figuring out what I want to say.  I only have a few advantages/disadvantages and need to say much more.  The paper may be ‘unbalanced,’ as well.
[Rubric continued]
______(15 pts.)  Organization
_____    (15)
Introduction grabs reader’s interest; text is connected in a sensible order and smoothly ‘flows’ with transition words/phrases from one idea to another without any confusion; conclusion wraps up the main idea and  is memorable.  Paragraphs are distinguishable.
_____    (10)          
Introduction is OK, but it could be more interesting.  It feels like some details in the writing are lacking and/or are out of order.  More transitions would be helpful for the ‘flow’ of understanding the purpose of the paper.  There is a conclusion, but it may not be very effective in ‘wrapping up’ the story. Paragraphs may be present.
_____    (5)

This paper is just a collection of thoughts with no sense of real direction.  Lead?
Well, it appears I just started writing.  Order? It’s fairly random. Conclusion?  It seems I basically stopped when I ran out of ideas.  It’s confusing because the ideas aren’t connected sensibly, or many more transitions are needed.  Do I know what a paragraph is?
_______(30 pts.) Voice
_____    (30)
This paper is me.  I love this topic – and it shows in every line.  I don’t over-write, but I use my voice to keep readers hooked.  You’ll find it hard to put this paper down!
_____    (20)          
I want my audience to like this topic and to tune in, but I’m not always enthusiastic in the writing.  It gets a little ‘dry’ now and then.
_____    (10)
Sometimes I sound like an encyclopedia; other times, I’m too chatty.  I can’t seem to hit the right tone.  I’m just writing.  I don’t care that much about the topic, and I don’t really care if anyone else does either.  
_____(20 pts.) Process

_____    (5)         
First Draft
_____    (5)  

Peer Conferencing Form completed

_____    (5)  

Final Draft – typed OR written in black ink, cursive

_____    (5)

Title Page follows given format

_____(20 pts.) Requirements (Highlight and make note of these in your final draft)        
_____     (4)     
1 compound sentence using a comma + coordinating conjunction
_____     (4)     
1 compound sentence using a semi-colon (;)
_____     (4)     
 2 transition words or phrases 

_____     (4)     
use of at least one form of figurative language: (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, onomatopoeia, imagery, alliteration, assonance, symbolism)
_____     (4)

Underline 2 prepositional phrases
____________TOTAL
�








